The patient which I wish to report presents the following history: 2\!lale, white, aged 50 years, a peddler bv occu-I pation, calling out his wares on the street. He presented himself at the Out-Patient Department of the Pennsylvania Hospital in November, 1910 , with the history of having had a choking sensation in his throat for a year, with increasing huskiness of voice and a dry cough. He had suffered no pain at any time.
Upon examination with the laryngeal mirror, a growth was seen with a smooth, shiny surface, presenting itself below the vocal cords, in the anterior portion of the glottis. The patient's family history was entirely negative as regards any tumors or other growths, or tuberculosis. He denied specific history, and the \Vassemlann test was negative. II e admitted the excessive use of tobacco. A portion of the growth was removed. and a microscopic examination, made at the laboratory of the Pennsylvania Hospital, reported that it was carcinoma. Subsequent to this, in the 1110nth of December. a direct laryngeal speculum was introduced and a ll1uch larger piece removed, the exall1ination of which, at the same laboratory, resulting ·in another report of its being 0 f a ca rcillOmatous nature.
He was admitted to the Pennsylvania Hospital, am! on the 18th of February, 1911, was etherized and Dr. Robert C. Le Conte made a median incision in the anterior surface of the throat, extending fr0111 above the thyroid cartilage almost down to the suprasternal notch. A large number of C'll1(Joth, *Read at the Thirty-fourth Annual Congress of the American Laryngological Association, May 9th, 1912. fatty masses and small glands presented themselves in the subcutaneOllS tissues. Dr. Le Conte removed these thoroughly, ligating f;"om time to time the very numerous small veins which were unusually distended. I then assisted him in the performance of a tracheotomy, after which the larynx was opened through its median line, anteriorly, and the growth enucleated from the surface to which it was attached. The attachment was almost altogether on the right side of the inner surface of the thyroid cartilage. After the removal of the growth the larynx was sutured and the tracheotomy tube allowed to remain in situ.
On the 22nd of February, four days after the operation, the tracheotomy tube was removed, and on Ithe 26th, eight days subsequent to the operation, the sutures were removed from the external wound. On the 28th the patient was out of beel, and was discharged from the hospital early in March.
The growth was the size of a very large walnut. After removal, a microscopic examination of the tissues, taken from various parts of the growth, all showed marked carcinomatous characteristics.
The patient has had no recurrence up to the present time (May 2, 1912). He has a voice which, although not useful for the purpose of peddling things in the street, is good for ordinary purposes. His general health is excellent. He weighs 160 pounds, and complains of no discomfort whatever in his throat.
My reasons for presenting this patient's history are as follows:
1st. I do not believe it "WOuld have been possible to have removed a growth of this size completely by any intralaryngeal operative procedure.
2nd. The great advantage which was given throughout the operation by the performance of a preliminary tracheotomy. All the subsequent steps of the operation were continued without the slightest danger of suffocation, the ether being given entirely through a tube.
3rd. I believe that one feature which has so far favored a good result in this case was the complete way in which Dr. Le Conte was enabled to dissect out the glandular tissue which was, at the microscopic examination subsequent to removal, found to be also carcinomatous. The necessity for such a prolonged and extensive dissection is my reason for having the cooperation of a general surgeon in any operation of this character.
Of course, a year and four months is much too short a period to venture to predict that there will be no recurrence of the growth in the throat or elsewhere. Nevertheless, the man has had a year and four months of great comfort, and at the present time presents 110 symptoms of what was undoubtedly 'a malignant growth in a dangerous region.
